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GIHN Announcements 
Please join me in welcoming our newest members. 


David Fullen lives in Indiana. He has been involved 
with improving IAQ for the past twelve years. He has 
conducted numerous L&L and works with corporate 
owners and property managers to improve indoor air 
quality. 


Scott Gressin lives in New York. He has been involved 
in building inspections and IAQ assessments for the 
past fifteen years. Scott has degrees in biology and 
chemistry, and he is also a_ licensed Physician's 
Assistant and is practicing medicine clinically. 


Paul Strauss lives in Florida. He is the Environmental 
Manager for the 11" largest school district in the U.S. 
He is responsible for the IAQ program covering more 
than 200 facilities and 24,000 employees. 


Exciting news!! The GIHN website was named !AQ 
Website of the Month by Indoor Sciences. 


Oregon Schools Prepare for Pesticide 
Restrictions 


All school districts are putting together their plan for 
dealing with bugs, pests, and weeds on campus, without 
using chemicals. 


Some districts are still figuring out what the requirement 
means for them and their staff. All schools, including 
Central Point Elementary, will be required to have an 
integrated pest management plan. The new rules put 
emphasis on using non-chemical ways to keep out bugs 
like cockroaches and ants; on playgrounds, noxious 
weeds. Avoiding chemicals applies from hallways and 
classrooms to ball fields and cafeterias. 


Non-chemical approaches include sanitation changes like 
keeping eating areas clean and keeping grass mowed 
short. If the district has to use a chemical pesticide or 
herbicide, there are several new restrictions. The 
pesticide or herbicide must be a low-impact chemical on 
a pre-approved list, must be sprayed by a licensed, 
trained professional and the district will have to give 
notice of the pesticide, at least 24 hours before the 
application and 72 hours after the application. 


The Oregon law passed in 2009 and goes into effect 
across the state on July 1st of this year. It's meant to 
keep children safe and create a _ holistic way of 
preventing way of managing pests 


Oregon Schools Prepare for Pesticide Restrictions 
Update about the Situation in LeRoy, NY 
In our January 27 Newsletter, we told you about the 
situation in LeRoy, New York (“Leroy School Site Has 
History of Health, Water, Building Woes”). There was 


another good article about the situation on February 7. 


Vive la Difference: The LeRoy Outbreak, Toxic Gender 
Disparity and Conversion of the Media 


See 28 States... Toxic Chemicals Legislation on page 2 
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28 States to Consider Toxic 
Chemicals Legislation in 2012 


With no action yet from Congress, state legislatures 
continue to work to protect citizens. 


The past couple years have seen unprecedented 
changes in the toxic chemicals landscape across the 
United States. In the past nine years, over 80 chemical 
safety laws have been passed with an overwhelming 
margin of bi-partisan support in statehouses across the 
country. 


But this is not a time to rest on our laurels. Across the 
country, families still come into contact with 
unregulated toxic chemicals. Every day, we are 
exposed to hundreds of different chemicals in our 
home and at our work—chemicals like formaldehyde 
and chlorinated Tris which are known carcinogens, and 
bisohenol-a (BPA) which contributes to health 
problems with reproductive development. 


None of these chemicals are effectively regulated by 
the federal government: it is a widely held myth that 
manufacturers even have to prove a chemical's safety 
before introducing it into products we buy. They don't 
have to, and they won't often even disclose which 
chemicals make up their products. Instead, they hide 
behind the claim that the information is proprietary. 


The hope for federal regulation is still that—just a 
hope; the law overseeing toxic chemical regulation is 
over 30 years old, and its overhaul is being buffeted by 
strong opposition from the industry trade association 
which is backed by billions of dollars of influence. So 
while Congress tries to figure out how to change the 
rules on the federal level, it is up to the states to fill the 
gap in protection. 


The Safer States coalition, made up of groups of 
environmental advocates, physicians, nurses, parents, 
and concerned citizens, stands in support of laws and 
policies which will lighten the toxic chemical burden 
that our families, loved ones and community carry. 


The fact that we have been able to consistently pass 
important laws during troubling economic times is 
encouraging. 
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28 States to Consider Toxic Chemicals 
Legislation in 2012 (continued) 


David Levine, co-founder of the American Sustainable 
Business Council, which represents more than 100,000 
businesses and 200,000 business leaders and 
entrepreneurs, says: 


“Today's astute business leaders are concerned about 
the health and business impacts that could arise if the 
products they use or sell contain toxic chemicals. They 
recognize that safer chemicals protect human and 
environmental health and cut the costs of regulation, 
hazardous waste storage and_ disposal, worker 
protection, health care costs, and future liabilities. Such 
steps make U.S. businesses more competitive in a global 
marketplace where protections from toxic chemicals are 
more _ stringent, opening up growing '§ market 
opportunities.” 


This year, at least 28 state legislatures will consider 
proposals to address continued concerns about toxic 
chemicals in consumer products. From bans on toxic 
flame retardants, BPA and formaldehyde to public right- 
to-know laws, state legislatures will be considering critical 
proposals to protect their citizens from toxic chemicals. 


In fact Vermont already passed a school "green" cleaning 
policy which will require manufacturers of cleaning 
products to only sell environmentally preferable products 


in schools. 


For additional information about state legislative efforts 
in 2012 and to read the entire article: 


28 States to Consider Toxic Chemicals Legislation in 2012 


See Canadian Gov't Replies to Mould Study on page 3 
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Canadian Government Replies to 
Mould Study 


The (Canadian) federal government is putting about 
$355 million a year into First Nations reserve housing, 
much of it earmarked for mould remediation, but it is up 
to chiefs and councils to administer those funds, an 
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada 
spokeswoman Says. 


A University of Victoria study, published last month in 
the U.S. based Journal of Environmental Health, found 
almost half the homes on reserves are mouldy and high 
levels of toxins are making people sick. The study, led by 
UVic medical anthropologist Peter Stephenson, 
concluded that the problem amounts to a national crisis 
and a different kind of partnership is needed between 
the federal government and First Nations. 


Aboriginal Affairs sookeswoman Genevieve Guibert said 
the department has provided an average of $155 million 
a year for housing. Over the past two fiscal years, $400 
million has also been provided through Canada's 
Economic Action Plan, of which $22.5 million was used 
to renovate 706 mouldy homes. 


However, the UVic study concluded that funding is 
inadequate, forcing bands to choose between new 
construction and renovating poorly constructed and 
poorly maintained existing homes and, especially with a 
growing population, houses are often overcrowded and 
inappropriately designed. 


Mould is a problem in homes throughout Canada, but it 
is a more serious problem on reserves because of 
underlying conditions, Guibert said. 


"These conditions include inadequate air circulation and 
ventilation, poor building site selection and drainage, 


inappropriate construction practices or materials and a 
lack of appropriate care and maintenance," she said 


Canadian Government Replies to Mould Study 
To read the University of Victoria report: 


Mould Growth in On-Reserve Homes in Canada: The 
Need for Research, Education, Policy and Funding 





First Nations residents protesting their 
housing conditions 


New Study about Efficiency of Ten 


Different Remediation Methods 


Abstract of this study published in January 2012: We 
compared the efficiency of some commercially available 
products and methods used for remediation of mould- 
contaminated building materials. Samples of gypsum 
board and pinewood were artificially contaminated with 
toxin-producing isolates of Stachybotrys chartarum and 
Aspergillus versicolor, respectively, then, ten different 
remediation treatments were applied according to the 
manufacturers’ instructions. Microbial and chemical 
analyses of the infested materials were carried out both 
immediately before and after treatment, after six weeks 
of drying at room temperature, and after another six 
weeks of remoistening. The aim of the study was to 
determine whether the investigated methods could 
inhibit the mould growth and destroy some selected 
mycotoxins produced by the moulds. None of the 
decontamination methods tested could completely 
eliminate viable moulds. Some methods, especially 
boron based chemicals, ammonium based chemicals, 
and oxidation reduced the contents of mycotoxins 
produced by S. chartarum (satratoxin G and H, 
verrucarol), whereas the one which uses an ammonium 
based chemical reduced the amount of sterigmatocystin 
produced by A. versicolor with statistical significance. 
No remediation treatment eliminated all the toxins 
from the damaged materials. These results emphasize 
the importance to work preventively with moisture 
safety throughout the construction processes and 
management to prevent mould growth on building 
materials. 


Remediation of mould damaged building materials-- 
efficiency of a broad spectrum of treatments 


See Member Profile: Holly LeGros on page 4 
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Member Profile: Holly LeGros 


My name is Holly LeGros. | am a 64-year-old mother of 
three (Ryan, Sean and Lindsay). | have lived most of my 
life in suburban Minnesota. In 1988, life was good and 
the future looked bright, even after a difficult divorce. 


Then, in 1996, everything changed drastically, when | 
was forced out of my home for good--all because of a 
weatherization that was too tight, heavy rain and a 
bathroom remodel. | weatherized my home twice (in 
1986 and 1988), but! made no connection afterward 
between the toxic air quality and my sinus infections, 
fatigue, headaches and stomach problems. Then, in 
1989, water from a storm infiltrated the basement, 
causing extensive mold growth that was not covered by 
insurance. 


Then, the worst part of the nightmare began. The 
(now-deceased) worker hired to remodel the 
bathroom—he didn’t use protective wear--removed all 
of the shower tiles and exposed us to three disgusting 
black walls of mold. He became very ill and went to the 
hospital with lung pneumonitis, and he didn’t return 
for eight weeks. 


Meanwhile, | became sicker and sicker with pain and 
more bizarre symptoms. | kept begging them to finish 
the job. The first worker returned and lasted only half a 
day and went back to the emergency room. Yet, 
nobody told me about the health risks nor did they 
offer any advice or protection. Eventually, 4-5 men 
came and tore down the walls but without proper 
containment which meant they caused _ further 
contamination of my home with mold, VOCs and 
mycotoxins. 


By the time they finished, | was very sick. | had 
experienced a significant toxic exposure with burning 
eyes, stinging nostrils and aching chest and tingling in 
my upper body. | knew in that moment! had to 
leave my home of 18 years to stop the pain and save 
my life!! Between the toxic mold and the adhesives 
and other products used in my shower, my body was 
overwhelmed with toxins. | could never go home 
again! | lost all of my personal property. | eventually 
sold the home and disclosed the mold and water 
damage problems to the buyers. 
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Holly LeGros 
Member Profile: Holly LeGros (continued) 


The past 16 years has consisted of ongoing health 
problems painstaking searches for safe housing and 
depleted finances. | am extremely sensitive to mold 
and chemicals, so safe housing and stable health 
seem unattainable especially after five disappointing 
and unhealthy housing choices. I've seen fantastic 
environmental doctors who helped a great deal (and 
also mainstream, rude, dismissive ones who need 
more training and open minds). 


I'm on a MISSION to make a difference and raise 
awareness of environmental illnesses (especially 
mold-induced illness). | don't want to be a statistic 
fighting a lost cause and have these 16 "lost dream" 
years be in vain!! | feel like a pioneer lady now and 
hope | can save even one person from this nightmare 
journey of health obstacles, lost family connections 
and preventable life losses and challenges. | still love 
life and this journey reminded me _ what _ truly 
matters--family, love, faith, community and 
purpose. 


Holly has been seeking safe, mold-free housing in her 
area since October 31. Due to her sensitivities and 
on-going exposures, she has been unsuccessful in her 


search. If you are in Minnesota and have any ideas 


for Holly about safe housing or would like to talk 
with her to share ideas, please contact Holly at: 


holegros@hotmail.com 


In order to help educate others about these “invisible 
disabilities,” | am re-posting the following links: 


Invisible Disabilities Association 


Invisible No More (video with Andrea Fabry) 


See U.K. Family at Risk on page 5 
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U.K. Family at Risk Due to Damp, 
Mould and Poor Insulation 


A man who has had to resort to putting his one-year-old 
son to bed in a coat because his house is so badly 
insulated is calling on a housing association to act. 


Jon Higgs, 24, who lives in a three-bedroom house in 
Mundon Road, Maldon, with partner Sadie Whiston, 23, 
and their children Riley-Marshell, one, and Amelia, three 
months, says Moat Homes have failed to address 
problems including damp, mould and poor insulation. 


He said: “There’s supposed to be a major amount of 
snow coming in the next few days so now I’m at panic 
Stations. I’m worried about my kids. 


“When my son goes to bed he has four covers and his 
coat on. It’s ridiculous.” 


“Our bedroom has got damp patches all around it, our 
little boy’s bedroom is freezing and the loft insulation 
has all rotted and fallen apart. 


It is not the first time the couple, who are paying 
between £6 and £11 a day on gas to heat the house, say 
they have experienced problems with Moat’s properties. 


“Moat said they would send a surveyor out months ago, 
but that still hasn’t happened.” 


A spokesperson for Moat said its property services team 
has added the house to its provisional insulation 
programme for 2012/13. 


She added: “We take all customer reports of damp 
seriously. 


“Mr. Higgs and his family have visited our office to 
discuss both the issue with damp and that of the low 
temperature in their home. 


“Our surveyor and a representative from Maldon District 


Council’s environmental health team are booked to visit 
his home this week. 


Maldon: Housing Association Must Act Now 
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Jon Higgs and his family 


Shannondale Elementary Parents Still 
Have Concerns About Mold 


Several months after Knox County Schools addressed 
a mold issue at Shannondale Elementary, parents say 
children are still getting sick. 


Following storms in 2011, a tree fell and damaged 
one classroom in a Shannondale portable building. 
According to a timeline of information from Knox 
County Schools, sometime after repairs were 
completed, the school discovered water damage in 
the sub-flooring of the classroom, leading to the 
formation of mold on a portion of the sub-floor. 


At a meeting Tuesday night, Superintendent Dr. Jim 
Mcintyre told parents current air samples show a 
safe environment for classroom use. 


“We take issues of school safety and school security 
very seriously. We want to make sure we have a Safe, 
healthy learning environment for our kids," said Dr. 
McIntyre. 


However, several parents say children continue to 
suffer from headaches, bloody noses and breathing 
problems. 


Wendy Buchheit has two children who attend 
Shannondale. She says her children's symptoms 
lessened while they were home during Christmas 
break, but returned with the start of the new 
semester. 


Shannondale Elementary Parents Still Have Concerns 
About Mold 


See Lawsuit...to Go Forward on page 6 
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Lawsuit Claiming Mold Caused 
IIIness to Go Forward 


A lawsuit claiming a boy was sickened by longstanding 
moldy conditions at his elementary school will move 
forward against the School Board and two of its 
employees, albeit with fewer claims, a judge decided 
this week. 


Circuit Judge Rodham T. Delk Jr. dismissed claims of 
simple negligence in a written opinion issued Tuesday. 
The board, current facilities director Terry Napier and 
retired facilities director James Thorsen are covered by 
sovereign immunity because they were performing a 
governmental function, Delk wrote. 


Sovereign immunity doesn't apply to the suit's claims 
of fraud and gross negligence, the opinion said. 


The $7.85 million lawsuit, filed in 2010, says Deborah 
Simpson's son grew ill the day he entered kindergarten 
at Southwestern Elementary in 2007. The 5-year-old 
experienced rashes, sinus infections and frequent 
vomiting. He became so sick he could hardly make it 
through a full week of school, according to the 
complaint. 


Simpson's complaint says she shared concerns about 
mold with building and central office employees, but 
administrators insisted it wasn't a problem. The suit 
contends they tried to hide an infestation by cleaning 
classrooms before mold testing was done and allowing 
an untrained employee to conduct the testing. 


The boy is now behind in school and faces long-term 
medical treatment because of mold exposure, the 
complaint alleges. 


“We obviously disagree with the judge's call on the 
sovereign immunity question," Simpson's attorney, 


David Bailey, said Thursday. "But it doesn't change that 
the case is going forward." 


Lawsuit Claiming Mold Caused Illness to Go Forward 


Next Newsletter: Friday, February 24, 2012 
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U.S. Naval Station Norfolk 


Firefighters at Hampton Roads Naval 
Bases Say Mold Problem is Growing 
Firefighters who work at Naval fire stations across 


Hampton Roads say a mold problem inside fire houses 
is getting worse. 


"Right now, management is endangering the lives of all 
my firefighters," said Tim Pritchard, president of Local 
F-25. 


Pritchard says mold has been a problem in fire houses 
at Norfolk Naval Station fire house #2, on at Naval Air 
Station Oceana, and at Dam Neck. 


"The situation is throughout the Navy region 
throughout the Hampton Roads area," said Pritchard. 


He said many firefighters are suffering from sinus 
infections, ear infections and upper respiratory 
infections because of the conditions. 


Firefighters on Naval Bases Say Mold Problem_is 
Growing 


Quick Links: 


Website: http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com 
Store: http://cafepress.com/globalindoorhealthnetwork 


Donate: 
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/donate.html 


Members: 
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members.html 


Working Together for Healthy Indoor Environments 


